
 

2025 SWAG EXAMPLES: FEDERAL AGENCY MASCOTS & COLORING BOOKS 
  

 

  



 

 

 

 

The United States Customs and Border Patrol (USCBP) has a really big job.  

It also has a really big, costumed teddy bear mascot, named “Agent Teddy.” 

You can find photos of the USCBP’s Agent Teddy on X, Instagram, and 

Facebook.1 

In one online video, Agent Teddy is shown dancing with a Texas elementary 

school principal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
1 https://x.com/USBPChiefRGV/status/1839714507960000561; 

https://www.instagram.com/usbpchiefrgv/p/DAEaI4pysGB/?img_index=1; “Border Patrol Fall Fest” 

https://www.facebook.com/100063710492456/videos/2320632268293642?__so__=permalink 

Mascot: Agent Teddy 

https://x.com/USBPChiefRGV/status/1839714507960000561
https://www.instagram.com/usbpchiefrgv/p/DAEaI4pysGB/?img_index=1
https://www.facebook.com/100063710492456/videos/2320632268293642?__so__=permalink


 

 

 

 

At the end of December 2020, the Yuma (Arizona) Sector of the United States Customs and Border Patrol 

(USCBP) named its German shepherd “Tracker,” after a name-our-mascot competition.  

According to an article about the competition, the USCBP chose the German shepherd as a mascot “based on it 

being the breed of dog used most commonly by the Border Patrol….”2  

In August 2024, the USBPC Yuma Sector 

Chief announced on Instagram and Facebook, 

“We’re doggone excited to reintroduce our 

German shepherd mascot, Tracker.”3 

 

  

 
2 https://www.pressreader.com/usa/yuma-

sun/20201227/281535113602104?srsltid=AfmBOoq4eaAvVFwzvsTAPpUycSIvvketoZWNsb-D-uX1Lyro1Zi9EVBS 
3 https://www.instagram.com/p/C--dSQMpTj1/?locale=French&hl=am-et; 

https://www.facebook.com/USBPYumaSector/posts/were-doggone-excited-to-reintroduce-our-german-shepherd-mascot-

tracker-tracker-i/830635789254029/  

Mascot: Tracker 

https://www.pressreader.com/usa/yuma-sun/20201227/281535113602104?srsltid=AfmBOoq4eaAvVFwzvsTAPpUycSIvvketoZWNsb-D-uX1Lyro1Zi9EVBS
https://www.pressreader.com/usa/yuma-sun/20201227/281535113602104?srsltid=AfmBOoq4eaAvVFwzvsTAPpUycSIvvketoZWNsb-D-uX1Lyro1Zi9EVBS
https://www.instagram.com/p/C--dSQMpTj1/?locale=French&hl=am-et
https://www.facebook.com/USBPYumaSector/posts/were-doggone-excited-to-reintroduce-our-german-shepherd-mascot-tracker-tracker-i/830635789254029/
https://www.facebook.com/USBPYumaSector/posts/were-doggone-excited-to-reintroduce-our-german-shepherd-mascot-tracker-tracker-i/830635789254029/


 

 

 

 

 

 

The United States Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection 

Service (USDA APHIS) has revived a 2014-era mascot known as “Vin Vasive.”4 

The creepy-looking invasive bug is part of a taxpayer-funded campaign to warn people 

of the dangers of invasive vines, plants, bugs, and other hungry pests.5   

You can watch a three-minute animated “Vin-troduction Video” of the APHIS mascot on 

YouTube or download a printable mask off the agency’s website.6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4 https://www.flickr.com/photos/94631674@N00/albums/72157643969973284/with/13854328443; HungryPests.com; 

https://www.instagram.com/p/nWsIZGnfk3/ 
5 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dMaiRs_kIQ 
6 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dMaiRs_kIQ; https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/VinVasiveMask.pdf 

 

 

Mascot: Vin Vasive 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/94631674@N00/albums/72157643969973284/with/13854328443
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dMaiRs_kIQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dMaiRs_kIQ
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/VinVasiveMask.pdf


 

Tampa, Florida 

The United States DOD’s MacDill Air Force Base and the 6th Air 

Refueling Wing plays a crucial role in our U.S. Armed Forces.  

Since 2023, it’s also had a mascot named “Champa Boom.” 

You can find MacDill’s Champa Boom online on Facebook, 

Instagram, and X.7  

For the mascot’s 2023 debut, the Air Force Base told local news 

reporters that, “Champa hails from the Tampa Bay area and was 

lucky enough to be stationed on MacDill AFB for his first 

assignment. Champa’s name comes from Tampa Bay being a 

championship region and combining the words Tampa and 

Champion. Officials said Boom comes from the primary mission in 

the 6th Air Refueling Wing.” 8 

The mascot is said to have cost $9,000 and involved a professional 

mascot maker, according to Air & Space Forces Magazine. The chief 

of public affairs for the wing told the magazine that the blue-haired 

mascot Champa Boom is “a huge part” of the recruiting effort and 

serves to open “discussions on Air Force recruiting outside the gate 

and core values inside the gate.”9 

 

 

  

 
7 https://www.airandspaceforces.com/champa-boom-air-force-mascot/; https://www.facebook.com/people/Champa-

Boom/61553131569820/; https://www.instagram.com/champaboom/; https://x.com/CHAMPAboom 
8 https://www.wfla.com/news/hillsborough-county/meet-champa-boom-macdill-air-force-base-unveils-new-mascot/ 
9 https://www.airandspaceforces.com/champa-boom-air-force-mascot/ 

Mascot: Champa Boom 

https://www.airandspaceforces.com/champa-boom-air-force-mascot/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Champa-Boom/61553131569820/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Champa-Boom/61553131569820/
https://www.instagram.com/champaboom/
https://x.com/CHAMPAboom
https://www.wfla.com/news/hillsborough-county/meet-champa-boom-macdill-air-force-base-unveils-new-mascot/
https://www.airandspaceforces.com/champa-boom-air-force-mascot/


 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), an agency 

that should be focused on controlling and preventing diseases, is 

spending time and resources publishing graphic novels— what used 

to be called comic books.10 But there’s nothing comic about this use 

of precious and limited resources.  

In August of 2018, a little over a year before a viral pandemic broke 

out, bureaucrats at the CDC rolled out a 60-page graphic novel about 

a virus with “pandemic potential.”11   

In 2024, CDC rolled out a “2.0 update” to the graphic novel—

teacher resources to identify the index case and the animal host 

reservoir.   

 

 

 

 
10 https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/graphic-novel/index.html;  

https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/media/pdfs/2024/07/junior-detectives-print-web.pdf; 

https://archive.cdc.gov/#/details?q=zombie%20&start=0&rows=10&url=https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2018/p0810-

flu-graphic-novel.html 
11https://archive.cdc.gov/#/details?q=zombie%20&start=0&rows=10&url=https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2018/p0810

-flu-graphic-novel.html; https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/media/pdfs/2024/07/HamletsStory_v1.pdf; 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/media/pdfs/2024/07/EddiesStory_v1.pdf 

2018 Graphic Novel: The Junior Disease 
Detectives Operation: Outbreak 

(About a novel virus with pandemic potential.) 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/graphic-novel/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/media/pdfs/2024/07/junior-detectives-print-web.pdf
https://archive.cdc.gov/#/details?q=zombie%20&start=0&rows=10&url=https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2018/p0810-flu-graphic-novel.html
https://archive.cdc.gov/#/details?q=zombie%20&start=0&rows=10&url=https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2018/p0810-flu-graphic-novel.html
https://archive.cdc.gov/#/details?q=zombie%20&start=0&rows=10&url=https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2018/p0810-flu-graphic-novel.html
https://archive.cdc.gov/#/details?q=zombie%20&start=0&rows=10&url=https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2018/p0810-flu-graphic-novel.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/media/pdfs/2024/07/HamletsStory_v1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/media/pdfs/2024/07/EddiesStory_v1.pdf


 

In August 2024, the CDC rolled out a “2.0 update” to 

its 2018 graphic novel “Operation Outbreak.” 

Included in the update are 15- and 18-page teacher 

activity booklets to help students identify the 

pathogen’s index case (“Eddie’s Story”) and the 

potential animal host reservoir (“Hamlet’s Story”).12  

 

The booklets focus on Eddie, whose illness represents the index case (the first case to come to the attention of 

public health authorities), and Hamlet, the pig infected with swine flu, who possibly spread disease at the fair 

because “Hamlet could cough or bark or sneeze, which caused droplets containing virus to travel through the air 

and enter the eyes, nose, or mouth of nearby pigs at the fair.” Luckily everyone in the CDC’s graphic novel 

recovered. (No word on when Operation Lab Leak will be released.) 

 

  

 
12 https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/graphic-novel/index.html;  

https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/media/pdfs/2024/07/HamletsStory_v1.pdf; https://www.cdc.gov/flu-

resources/media/pdfs/2024/07/EddiesStory_v1.pdf 

Graphic Novel: Operation Outbreak  
2024 “2.0 Update”:  

 

Eddie (the kid) & Hamlet (the pig) 

https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/graphic-novel/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/media/pdfs/2024/07/HamletsStory_v1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/media/pdfs/2024/07/EddiesStory_v1.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/flu-resources/media/pdfs/2024/07/EddiesStory_v1.pdf


 

 

 

 

CISA’s “Real Fake” graphic novel.13 

  

 
13 https://www.cisa.gov/topics/election-security/foreign-influence-operations-and-disinformation/resilience-series-graphic-

novels; https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/cfi_real-fake_graphic-novel_508.pdf; 

https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/Festivus-2023.pdf 

Graphic Novel: “Resilience Series” 

https://www.cisa.gov/topics/election-security/foreign-influence-operations-and-disinformation/resilience-series-graphic-novels
https://www.cisa.gov/topics/election-security/foreign-influence-operations-and-disinformation/resilience-series-graphic-novels
https://www.cisa.gov/sites/default/files/publications/cfi_real-fake_graphic-novel_508.pdf
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/Festivus-2023.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

In 2022, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 

released millions of illegal immigrants into the interior of 

the United States. The agency also released a coloring book 

for the children of DHS employees.14 

  

The agency defended the “DHS Coloring Book” to the Free 

Beacon, saying, “This resource was created for the children 

of Department of Homeland Security (DHS) personnel to 

highlight the work their parents and loved ones perform 

each day to protect the United States.”15 

 

The coloring book’s 14 pages of images, include: 

• a man in a biohazard suit with clouds floating behind 

him, holding a Geiger counter used to measure radiation levels; 

• a TSA airport security dog;  

• a breaking-news image for a category 5 hurricane heading toward the East Coast of the U.S.; 

• and an ICE immigration agent looking toward open structures with three doves flying overhead. 

 

  

 
14https://www.dhs.gov/archive/employee-resources/publication/dhs-coloring-book; 

https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2022-04/220314_DHS%20Coloring%20Book_508_0.pdf 
15 “In Midst of Border Crisis, DHS Releases Coloring Book for Children,” Joseph Simonson, May 5, 2022, 

https://freebeacon.com/biden-administration/in-midst-of-border-crisis-dhs-releases-coloring-book-for-children/ 

 

Coloring Book: “Jobs We Do” 

https://www.dhs.gov/archive/employee-resources/publication/dhs-coloring-book
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/2022-04/220314_DHS%20Coloring%20Book_508_0.pdf
https://freebeacon.com/biden-administration/in-midst-of-border-crisis-dhs-releases-coloring-book-for-children/


 

 

 

In March 2020, the Interior Department’s Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 

rolled out a coloring book based on its mascot, Seymore Antelope.”16 The 24-

page coloring book has “Fun Facts and Safety Tips” from Seymour the 

Antelope, including that BLM manages caves with bats, and encouraging people to wear their helmets 

when biking. 

  

  

 

 

  

 
16https://www.blm.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Seymour%20Antelope%20Coloring%20Book.pdf 

Coloring Book: “Seymour Antelope” 
eWe Do” 

https://www.blm.gov/sites/default/files/documents/files/Seymour%20Antelope%20Coloring%20Book.pdf


 

 

A Look Back at the Federal Mascots  
Senator Ernst Highlighted in the 116th Congress 

 

 Government agencies paid $250,000 of taxpayer money for custom-made mascots, including for these: 

  
 

Various agencies have spent a total of $250,853 on contracts with Costume Specialists, 
Inc. since Fiscal Year 2018, including costs for costume maintenance, USAspending.gov, 
accessed October 2, 2019; https://www.usaspending.gov/#/recipient/48b31733-f33b-
4e4b-5d76-9689e51d1c0e-C 
Emma Best, “Don’t fear the Green Reaper: The story of the Department of 
Energy’s dubious mascot,” Muckrock, January 23, 2019; 
https://www.muckrock.com/news/archives/2019/jan/23/etid-green-reaper/. 
“Field Goals Halftime Report: NRCS Soil Health Expert Helps Farmers Take 
Their Gameplan to the Next Level, By Sammy Soil, America's Favorite Clod, 
Sept 20, 2023;” https://www.farmers.gov/blog/field-goals-halftime-report-
nrcs-soil-health-expert-helps-farmers-take-their-gameplan-next. 
Brite Facebook page, 
https://www.facebook.com/pg/navybrite/about/?ref=page_internal, accessed 
October 2018. 
“HUD’S OFFICE OF FAIR HOUSING AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY INTRODUCES, 
‘FRANKLIN, THE FAIR HOUSING FOX,’” U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development press release, April 10, 2007; 
https://archives.hud.gov/news/2007/pr07-040.cfm. 
Nicolas Brulliard, “The Rise of the National Park Mascots,” National Parks 
Conservation Association, February 28, 2018; 
https://www.npca.org/articles/1758-the-rise-of-the-national-park-mascots. 

https://www.usaspending.gov/#/recipient/48b31733-f33b-4e4b-5d76-9689e51d1c0e-C
https://www.usaspending.gov/#/recipient/48b31733-f33b-4e4b-5d76-9689e51d1c0e-C

